The Role of the Architect 


By M.:.H.:.H.. Soror Feliciter 


A Practicus is qualified to serve in the capacity of Architect for a period of six 
months. In a fully operative Lodge, this is the fourth officer role (“floor 
position”) where each member serves, i.e., Architect needs to have at least 
the grade of 3=8 of Practicus. 


DUTIES OF THE ARCHITECT 


Presiding over the symbolic gateway of occult science, the Architect is the 
reconciler between the light and the darkness. The Architect also 
superintends the preparation of the candidate, leads him/her through the path 
of darkness into light, and assists at the reception; and aids the other chief 
officers in the execution of their duties. 


Before each convocation, the Architect needs to do the following preparation 
work: Draw an invoking Earth Pentagram over the top of his/her scepter, in 
shimmering blue light, using the index finger. Hold the scepter between the 
palms and feel a current of pure Light flowing into it through the palms. 
Image the hexagram at the top of the scepter glowing with living, loving blue 
etheric Light. 


THE ARCHANGEL 


In Hebrew and Christian symbolism the Architect is the great archangel of the 
Sun -- Michael. Among the recently discovered Dead Sea scrolls there is one 
titled the War of the Sons of Light Against the Sons of Darkness. Here 
Michael is called the “Prince of Light.” He leads the angels of light in battle 
against the legions of the angels of darkness. This reinforces that the 
Architect represents the Central Presence in human personality to which the 
Qabalists give the name “King” and “Son.” Therefore the Architect is the 
Higher Soul who is human’s guide. He/She balances the opposites of light 
and darkness, and symbolizes the establishment of harmony. 


The basic image of Michael is that of a strong, noble angelic figure; full of 
beauty, grace, life and strength; winged with red hair and beard, and garbed 
in yellow gold Glory. The highlights of the robe (its shadows and contours) 
are purple, such that an optical “flashing” effect can be seen. Michael holds a 
scepter, mounted with a hexagram on top, in the right hand. A final useful 
touch is to see yourself, as Michael, in the midst of a radiant yellow sphere the 
same height as your physical body. Once this sphere of light is established in 
the imagination, usually it is the easiest of images to recall at odd moments 
during the ritual. 
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THE LAMEN 


The lamen of the Architect is “the Star of David with a Tau Cross in the 
center.” The Tau Cross in the center, refers to the “Temple of Holiness in the 
midst,” hence situated at the center of the Star of David. It is therefore a 
symbol of the One identity situated at the center of our being. The 
macrocosmic hexagram is a symbol of, “...the balance and equilibrium of 
universal forces upon which we must depend for the execution of all of our 
plans.” It is also the “Shield of David,” the Beloved. This shows that this one 
support is identical with what the wise term love. The hexagram combines 
the red triangle of fire with the blue triangle of water -- the Ruach Elohim and 
the Waters of Creation. Upon it is the symbol of the macrocosm so colored as 
to affirm the action of the fire of spirit through the Waters of Creation. Within 
the center of the hexagram is a Tau cross in gold, to represent its action as a 
triad; and the whole is placed upon a white field representing the ocean of the 
AIN SOPH AUR. 


THE CAPE 


The white mantle symbolizes Spiritual Purity which is required in the Aspirant 
to the Mysteries and without which qualification none can pass between the 
Eternal Pillars. It represents the Divine Light which is attracted thereby and 
brought to the aid of the Candidate. It symbolizes the Self-Sacrifice that is 
offered for another to aid him/her in the attainment of the Light. It also 
signifies the atonement of error, the Preparer of the Pathway unto the Divine. 


THE SCEPTER 


The Architect’s scepter is the scepter of equilibration. It symbolizes the 
symmetry and balance of universal forces, upon which we must depend for the 
execution of our plans. The scepter surmounted by a hexagram which is a 
symbol of the Grade of Lesser Adept, 5=6. The hexagram is formed by a red 
and a blue triangle which symbolizes the balance and equilibrium of active 
and passive that is the key or secret of the Great Work. The hexagram is also 
referred to as the “Star of David,” It means beloved in Hebrew. Therefore, 
this star symbolizes the healing power of love -- LOVE IS THE SECRET. Also, 
through the hexagram’s correspondence to the Sephirah named Beauty, we 
see that the secret of beauty is in its balanced expression. 


The hexagram surmounting the Architect’s scepter is a symbol of cosmic and 
pre-human activities of the Life-power. Pre-human, however, only in relation 
to humanity manifested in the flesh, as the various races peopling the globe. 
In the deeper occult sense, here is no pre-human activity in the universe, for 


the whole universe is conceived by Ageless wisdom as being the development 
of, and commentary on, the primary idea in the Divine Mind - God’s own 
mental image of Himself, which image is the FIRST ADAM, and the LAST 
ADAM also. 


OPENING & CLOSING OF THE NEOPHYTE RITUAL 


Office and Station of the Architect 


The station of the Architect is at the center of the Temple, facing the altar of 
the universe. The Architect’s office is that pure quest for the light of truth, 
which should guide all human endeavors. The office and station of the 
Architect correspond to the Sephirah Tiphareth on the Tree of Life. 

The station of the Architect is between the two pillars whose bases are in 
Netzach and Hod, at the intersection of the Paths of Peh and Samekh in the 
symbolic gateway of Occult Sciences; as it was at the base of Balance, at the 
Equilibrium of the Scales of Justice, at the point of intersection of the lowest 
reciprocal Path with that of Samekh, which forms part of the Middle Pillar. 


The three chief ritual officers (Eminent Adept, Archon, and Architect) 
correspond to the three stages of the alchemical operation. The White Work 
is the intermediate stage of the alchemical operation. It refers particularly to 
the Moon and to alchemical Silver. Tiphareth, the seat of the Intelligence of 
Mediating Influence, is really the concentration of the power of the path of 
Gimel, the Moon. For Tiphareth is the seat of the Ego, and the Ego is the 
reflection of the ONE SELF in Kether. The White Work symbolized by the 
Architect is the work which makes our personal activities, from day to day, 
true reflections of the real patterns of cosmic operation. This is hinted by the 
title “Architect,” and by the various speeches assigned to this officer in the 
Opening, the Closing, and the Initiation. 


Oration 


During the Oration the Architect holds the scepter in the right hand, 
extending it at a 45° angle. At the line, “So may it be,” E.A. lowers his/her 
scepter, Architect simultaneously dips his/her scepter. 


Secret Name 


The Architect pronounces the letter M or Mem, because he/she represents to 
us the forces of equilibration and reconciliation. He/She balances the 
opposites of light and darkness, and symbolizes the establishment of harmony 
through reasoned obedience to Law. In Tarot this obedience to the nature of 
things as they really are is represented by key 12, The Hanged Man, 
corresponding to the letter M. The perfect freedom of those who know the 
Law and obey it is the meaning of the letter M. 


The reason the letters of the secret name are said to be a “Veil for the Wheel 
of the Law” is this: A for Aleph has the numeral value 1; O or Ayin is the 
number 70; and M or Mem, reckoned as a final letter, is the number 600. 
Thus the three letters total 671. This is the value of the Hebrew letters Resh 
(200), Ayin (70), Tav (400), and Aleph (1), or R O T A, the Latin for wheel, 
whence we derive the sentence: Rota Taro Orat Tora Ator, i.e., “The Wheel of 
Tarot speaks the Law of Hathor (Mother Nature).” 


Antiphony 


Observe that in this first section of the antiphony the mysteries of SOUND are 
set forth. Here is the occult secret of the Logos, or the Creative Word. The 
Architect’s speech declares that the power of ordered SOUND, when 
formulated in thought and word, continues from the beginning of a cosmic 
cycle to the completion thereof. 


The second section of the antiphony refers to the manifestation of LIGHT, 
following the utterance of the Creative Word. Here is intimated the idea that 
Light is the energy which expresses itself as mental activity, and also as the 
embodiment of that activity in tangible forms. Understand this literally. It is 
no figure of speech. The finest forms of light vibration are those which we call 
archetypal ideas. The vibration of the same Light is the actual substance 
which clothes ideas with form and body, even on the physical plane. The cycle 
of manifestation is the path of Light between these extremes. 


The third section of the antiphony relates to the expression of the powers of 
Sound and Light through mankind. Mark well the emphasis given to the word 
“through.” It is a key that unlocks many doors. At this point in our work, few 
of the doors are ready to be opened, but this is a master-key which the 
advancing Initiate will user again and again. The meaning given now is one 
which will develop throughout these rituals, as we progress from the 
Neophyte Grade through the Grades leading to the Second Order. 


Mystic Circumambulation 


The Architect follows the Herald during Mystic Circumambulation, because 
planning follows investigation in all orderly application of knowledge. The 
Second Order members come after the Architect, because they represent a 
certain measure of skill beyond that achieved by the members of the First 
Order. 


During Mystic Circumambulation the Architect carries the scepter in the right 
hand at heart level. As he/she passes the East during the Mystic 
Circumambulation, he/she should dip the scepter, with the visualization that it 
is receiving a portion of that current of light streaming out through the tip of 
the E.A.’s scepter, in recognition of the idea that the powers represented by 
the insignia owe whatever efficacy they have to the secret virtue of the East 


specialized in those powers. The Architect needs to make sure to dip the 
scepter before passing the East, and keep it lowered until past the East. 


The Architect passes the E.A. twice, continues with the procession until 
reaching the Consecrator’s station, then leaves the procession and goes 
directly to his/her station, remains standing facing West, holding the scepter 
at an angle of 45°. The hexagram needs to be pointed to the tip of the sword, 
and the Architect should image that the hexagram receives light streaming 
from the tip of the sword. 


The Architect passes the East twice because his/her rule is of the balance of 
the two scales, and he/she returns to his/her station between the Pillars there 
to complete the reflex of the Middle Column. 


Adoration 


The scepter is held by the Architect as in the Oration, and dipped at the end of 
each line. At the “Amen,” the Sign of Silence is given by the left hand. 


It is a useful visualization to see the image of the Sun reflected in the scepter 
each time it is dipped, as though, by this image, the scepter is receiving an 
impression of the true nature of this Lord, who is the “interior Sun” of each of 
us. 


Mystic Words 


The mystic words are the Egyptian originals of the Greek ‘Knox Om Pax,’ 
which were used in the Eleusinian Mysteries. Their literal translation is 
“Light in Extension,” and their import is “May Light be extended upon you.” 
The mystic words also link the rite with its right origin. 


Reverse Circumambulation 


The intention of the Reverse Circumambulation is to withdraw the Light. 
After passing the E.A. twice, the Architect continues with the procession until 
reaching the Purifier’s station, then leaves the procession and goes directly to 
his/her station, remains standing facing West, holding the scepter at an angle 
of 45°. The hexagram needs to be pointed to the tip of the sword, and the 
Architect should image that the hexagram returns the light it received to the 
tip of the sword. 


THE RITE OF INITIATION 


The Architect is the one who prepares the candidate, because he represents 
the Ego seated in human hearts and its influence on human affairs. When we 


join the Lodge, we may think we make a personal choice, but the truth is that 
we are called from within by something above the level of human personality. 


Then this same officer blinds the candidate, so that the candidate sees nothing 
during the first stages of the initiation. Here is something every Initiate 
should bear in mind, especially during the work of the First Order Grades. We 
catch a glimpse of the cosmic pattern while yet we are in the ranks of the 
profane. Led by that brief vision of reality we seek to know it better, and then 
we find ourselves, seemingly, in a state of greater darkness than before. 


Notice that this entire ritual is concerned with a path that leads from outer 
darkness to inner light. Throughout this initiatory ritual, the guide of the 
candidate is the officer who represents the reconciling and mediating power 
which effects balance and establishes harmony. The place of this officer in 
the Temple represents that Central Presence in human personality to which 
the Qabalists give the name “King” and “Son.” It is also related to the 
Sephirah which is called “Beauty,” and this Sephirah is not only central in the 
Qabalistic scheme, but is said to be the seat in the life of man of the true 
individuality, or Ego, as distinguished from the outer personality. The 
Architect therefore leaves his/her seat to go out into the preparation room, in 
order to intimate the truth that however much it may seem to the candidate 
that he/she approaches our portal of his/her own personal initiative, the truth 
is that he/she comes to it because something higher than his/her personality 
has come out to meet him/her. 


The Architect’s first words to the candidate are a key to the whole mystery, of 
which our Order is one of several custodians. It is the mystery of 
resurrection. Hence the first thing a candidate hears before coming among us 
is the truth that he/she must arise. Then the Architect speaks of the candidate 
as having “arisen from the grave of error.” The first steps in this resurrection 
are those in which one listens to the commands of one’s Higher Soul, and 
follows its guidance, even though one oneself remains in darkness. As soon as 
one responds to the instruction which comes to him/her from that Higher 
Soul, by yielding oneself confidently to its direction, forces unknown to one’s 
personal consciousness begin to work. 


Obligation 


As the candidate kneels in the presence of the Triad of the Eminent Adept, 
Archon, and Architect, he/she places the left hand in that of the Initiator as 
affirming his/her passive reception of the ritual, but the right hand is on the 
white triangle as symbolizing his/her active aspiration towards his/her Higher 
Self. The candidate’s head is bowed as representing the voluntary submission 
of the human will to the Divine. 


Circumambulation 


During the mystic Circumambulation the Architect leads the candidate, and 
speaks as his/her Higher Self. It is also the Architect who raises the hoodwink 
briefly so that the candidate may see the Archon and the Eminent Adept. This 
clearly implies that one can only get a glimpse of the Light with the aid of the 
Higher Self. 


Invocation 


The Purifier and the Consecrator stand behind the candidate, left and right, 
respectively; the two and the Herald, standing at the northeast corner of the 
altar, represent a supporting Triad. The candidate kneels, and the Eminent 
Adept advances to a point just East of the altar, where he/she is joined by the 
Architect and the Archon. The Architect stands on the South side of the altar, 
facing it, and the Archon faces the altar on the North side. Thus the Eminent 
Adept, the Archon, and the Architect form the Supernal Triad. They join their 
insignia as a symbol of the concentration over the altar of certain forces. The 
invocation itself brings down on the candidate a special manifestation of 
power that links him/her indissolubly to the Inner School or Third Order. 


After the hoodwink is removed, the Eminent Adept, the Archon, and the 
Architect join scepters and sword above the candidate’s head, thus 
formulating the Supernal Triad again, and assert the reception of the 
candidate into the Order. 


Secret Name 


The candidate hears for the first time, letter by letter, the secret name of the 
Order. 


Antiphony 


The three Chief Officers indicate first of all the path of the WORD, then the 
path of the LIGHT, and finally the path of MAN. The WORD comes first 
because of the occult truth that the universe is mental, and all phenomena 
have their origin in the ideas of the Cosmic Mind. The vibration of the WORD 
brings forth the manifestation of the LIGHT, and MAN is the synthesis of both 
WORD and LIGHT. 


Mystic Words 


The three Chief Officers then pronounce the mystic words, first in their 
Egyptian form, then as they were pronounced in the Eleusinian Mysteries, and 
finally in their English translation. Each word is followed by a knock, and 
each knock corresponds to one of the nine Sephiroth following Kether in the 
tenfold manifestation of the Life-Power. Reciting the mystic words is to seal 
the current of the Flowing Light. 


Signs, Grip and Password 


Before and after the Neophyte receives the signs, grip and password, the 
three Chief Officers stand so that their positions are the points of a triangle. 
The upper point of this triangle, in the East, is occupied by the Eminent Adept, 
and represents the place of the first Sephirah, Kether, the Crown, on the Tree 
of Life. As the Neophyte faces East, the Architect on his/her right symbolizes 
the fourth Sephirah, Chesed or Mercy. The Archon, on the Neophyte’s left, 
stands in the place of Geburah, or Severity. In these positions, the Architect 
and the Archon reinforce the meanings of the stations of the Consecrator and 
the Purifier, who also represent Mercy and Severity. Here is a symbolic hint 
of the truth that every one of the ten Sephiroth partakes of the nature of all 
the others, and may function in the special manner of any one of the others. 
There is really no separateness among them. 


Between the Pillars 


The place to which the Neophyte is now drawn forward by the Archon is 
actually the place where the Architect normally has his/her seat. The Archon, 
remember, represents the Qabalistic Malkuth, or Kingdom, and when the 
Neophyte participates in the “Secrets of the Kingdom” which are symbolized 
by the knowledge just imparted to him/her by the Archon, the Neophyte 
becomes as a king, and is therefore advanced to the place in the Temple 
occupied by the Qabalistic “King,” who is also the “Christos.” 


Investiture 


At the command of the Eminent Adept, the Architect now removes the rope 
from the waist of the Neophyte, and the latter gives all the signs of the Grade. 
The obvious purpose of this is to make sure the new Neophyte knows the 
signs and performs them correctly. The deeper meaning is that the Neophyte 
is now in the place of the Architect. Here is but one of the many examples of 
our Order’s careful inculcation of knowledge of the occult law which is 
expressed in Hebrew Wisdom when God is called the “God of Jacob,” and 
stated in Gnostic Christianity in the words: “The first shall be last, and the last 
shall be first.” 


It is the Architect who invests the new Neophyte with the apron of an Initiate. 
The Archon gives us the signs, tokens and passwords which express our 
intention to transform ourselves; but the Architect provides us with the tools 
and is the one who announces the pattern which is to enable us to realize our 
aspirations. 


The Neophyte is now invested with the apron of an Initiate. Note particularly 
that the entire symbolism of the apron has to do with multiples of the number 
13, and its root-meaning refers to the ideas of Unity and Love in Hebrew. 
There is only one Power in the universe, and that this power is best 
understood by those who know it as Love, is a fundamental doctrine of 
Ageless Wisdom. The fact that the Architect, who symbolizes the Higher Self, 


invests the new Neophyte with the apron reinforces who leads the Initiate to 
Wisdom. 


